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The Hauppauge School District Board of Education appointed Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara to serve as  
superintendent of schools effective July 1, 2016. Dr. O’Hara replaced Neil Lederer, who had served 
with strong and experienced leadership as the District’s interim superintendent of schools since January. 
“The Board greatly appreciated Mr. Lederer’s expert guidance and his many contributions during his 
time with us. He has been invaluable,” stated David Barshay, Esq., Hauppauge Board of Education 
president.

A resident of Farmingville, New York, Dr. O’Hara brings a wealth of teaching and administrative 
experience and leadership skills to the Hauppauge School District – from both the secondary education 
and the collegiate levels. He most recently served as principal of Oyster Bay High School and as an 
adjunct professor at St. John’s University School of Education. He also previously was a member of the 
Hauppauge School District community – serving as Hauppauge High School assistant principal and as 
Science Department chairman – from 1998 to 2003.

According to Dr. O’Hara, the people of the Hauppauge School District community changed his  
life. “From my first day in the District in July of 1998, my learning and career took on a new, and  
never-before imagined, trajectory,” he stated. “Eighteen years later, I feel prepared for this leadership opportunity, and I am eager to 
return to repay a debt of gratitude and to give back to the community that has had a profound effect on my career and life.”

Dr. O’Hara received a Doctor of Education from the University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education, a Professional Diploma 
in Educational Administration from Dowling College School of Education, a Master of Science in Technological Systems Management 
from SUNY at Stony Brook School of Engineering, and a Bachelor of Science in Biology and Secondary Education from SUNY College 
at Old Westbury. He has received numerous professional awards and recognitions, published several articles in educational publications, 
presented on a variety of educational topics nationwide and served on a number of professional organizations.

“We know that Dr. O’Hara’s skill set, combined with his unique knowledge of our District and community culture, will enable our  
students to reach new heights of achievement and open wide postsecondary doors of opportunity,” stated Mr. Barshay.

Congratulations to David Barshay, Gary Fortmeyer and Rob Scarito who were 
re-elected in May 2016 to the Hauppauge School District Board of Education.  
The term for their service began on July 1, 2016 and will end on June 30, 2019. 
Congratulations also to the newly elected Board of Education officers for the  
2016-2017 school year. Mr. Barshay will serve as president, and Mr. Scarito  
will serve as vice president.

Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara Named Superintendent of Schools
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Hauppauge High School’s June 24, 2016 Commencement Ceremony launched 313 promising young men and women into the future.  
Some of them will continue their educational journey by attending colleges and universities across our great nation. Others will join the  
workforce as they strive to find their own piece of the American Dream. Still others will serve in our nation’s armed forces protecting our 
rights here and abroad.

As we say farewell, the entire Hauppauge School District community wants you to know how very proud we are of your hard work and 
achievements during your many years with us. We wish you every success and much joy wherever your journey may take you.

Go for It!

“Congratulations to the Haup-
pauge High School Class of 2016! 
The best advice I can give you is 
to take risks and don’t let the fear 
of failure deter you. If – through a 
little hard work, a little luck and a 
little prayer – you succeed, your life 
will be enriched forever. Sometimes 
you’ll make the right choices; other 
times you’ll make the wrong guess. 
If my life is any indication, you’ll 
pick yourself up, brush yourself off 
and move forward. So, go for it!”

“Many will offer you words of wisdom 
and here are mine, ‘Be wise’ and OK 
– yes, thank your parents and teachers, 
for without them you would not be 
here listening to all these speeches, 
having earned a Hauppauge diploma, 
which by the way is no easy task, and 
one you should be proud of. Here 
is more advice, take what you have 
learned and build on it, don’t waste it 
by not applying yourself. Congrats and 
best wishes for the future and continue 
to soar like the Eagle that you are.”

Commencement photos courtesy of Island Photography.

U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer
Former Interim Superintendent of Schools 
Neil Lederer
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Class of 1974 Hauppauge High School 
Alumna CDR Grace Mehl, USN (Ret.) 
was named the Distinguished Alumni 
of the Year for 2016. A Bronze Star 
recipient, Ms. Mehl served a long and 
distinguished career – both stateside 
and abroad – as a U.S. Navy ensign. 
Now retired, the Binghamton  
University and Newport, Rhode 
Island Naval Officer Candidate School 
graduate currently volunteers as vice 
president of the Board of Directors  
of Beacon House – a charitable  
organization that works to house  
veterans and others.

Reah Vasilakopoulos,  
Class of 2016 Valedictorian 

According to Hauppauge High School 
Counselor Marisa Wanatick, Class of 
2016 Valedictorian Reah Vasilakopoulos 
is a brilliant, mature, compassionate and 
focused young woman who places great 
value in her education. Reah was a huge 
part of life at Hauppauge High School 
from the day she entered. An active 
member of the Ignition Program,  
Spanish, Mock Trial and Class Clubs, 

she also has a strong passion for music and theatre. Reah  
played the violin since the third grade and was a member  
of the Orchestra, Honors Orchestra and Honors Chamber  
Orchestra throughout Middle School and High School. She 
also participated in every play/musical the District has presented 
since she was in 6th grade. Reah additionally devoted many hours 
of her “free” time to community service through the Hauppauge 
Library and Children’s Theatre, to name a few. In addition to 
her 104.59 weighted GPA that secured her spot atop the Class of 
2016, Reah was named an AP Scholar with Distinction, National 
Merit Scholar Finalist, Drama Club vice president, Senior Class 
treasurer, Student Council Parliamentarian, Science Olympiad 
vice president, among others. She additionally received  
numerous awards highlighted by: Hauppauge Educational  
Foundation Scholarship, Hauppauge High School Academic 
Letters, Science Department Award, Social Studies Department 
Award, President’s Academic Achievement Award and the Town 
of Islip Valedictorian Award. Reah will attend Johns Hopkins 
University this fall where she will study molecular and  
cellular biology.

Jessica Cuzzi,  
Class of 2016 Salutatorian 

Hauppauge High School Counselor  
Patricia Gabrielsen described Class  
of 2016 Salutatorian Jessica Cuzzi  
as personifying the most favorable  
definition of the word “student” through 
her superior innate intelligence and  
exemplary work ethic, which have 
earned her numerous accolades during 
her years in the Hauppauge School  
District. An International Baccalaureate 

(IB) Diploma Candidate, Jessica also is a recipient of the  
Hauppauge Educational Foundation Scholarship, Hauppauge 
High School Academic Letters, Hauppauge High School  
Mathematics Award, President’s Academic Achievement Award, 
Senator John Flanagan Achievement Award, the Town of  
Smithtown Salutatorian Award and others. She also was a  
member and/or served in officer positions of the National  
Honor Society; the Spanish Honor Society; Science Olympiad; 
Hauppauge High School Art Club, Environmental Club, Chess 
Club, Brookhaven National Laboratory Math Class, History 
Club and Best Buddies Club. In addition to academics, Jessica  
is particularly driven with respect to volunteer work and human-
itarian issues. She volunteered with associations such as Project 
Sage Horse Rescue, the Towne Line Veterinary Group and A 
Wing and a Prayer Animal Rescue. With a weighted GPA of 
103.88, Jessica has firmly established herself on a path where she 
will continue to make a positive impact on her community and 
the world. She will attend Cornell University in the fall.
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Colleges and Universities

The Class of 2016 will be attending some of the nation’s most  
prestigious colleges and universities, including: 

Adelphi; AMDA - College & Conservatory of the Performing Arts; 
University of Alabama; American University; University of Arizona; 
Barnard College; Boston University; University of Calgary; The 
Catholic University of America; University of Chicago; Clarkson; 
Colgate; Cornell; CUNY Baruch College, Hunter College,  
Macaulay Honors College, Queens College, The Sophie Davis 
School of Biomedical Education,   University of Delaware; Duke; 
Emory; Fairfield; FIT; Florida Atlantic; Florida State; University 
of Florida; Fordham; Franklin and Marshall; Hofstra; Howard; 
Iona; Ithaca; Johns Hopkins; Johnson & Wales; LIU, Post; Marist; 
University of Maryland, College Park; NYU; University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill; Pace; Providence; Quinnipiac; Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute; Rhode Island 
School of Design; URI; Rochester 
Institute of Technology; Siena; 
Smith; University of South Carolina; 
Springfield; St. John’s; St. Joseph’s; 
SUNY Albany, Binghamton,  
Brockport, Buffalo, Cortland, 
Farmingdale, Geneseo, New Paltz, 
Oneonta, Oswego, Plattsburgh, 
Potsdam, Purchase and Stony 
Brook; Syracuse; University of 
Tampa; University of Texas, Austin; 
Towson; University of Vermont; 
Wake Forest; University of  
Wisconsin, Madison; Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute; among others.

An amazing evening was enjoyed by all at Hauppauge 
High School’s Senior Prom, which was held on June 22, 
2016 at Flowerfield in St. James.

The June 15, 2016 Senior Scholarship Awards Night recognized the outstanding and diverse 
talents of Hauppauge High School’s Class of 2016.

Several retiring employees were recognized for their dedicated service to the  
Hauppauge School District at the June Board of Education meeting. They were:
 Linda Karman, director of guidance & student data
 Deborah Levin, Forest Brook teaching assistant
 Margo Rosenman, Pines teaching assistant
 Lori George, Forest Brook guidance counselor
 Amy Faicco, Middle School/High School family & consumer science teacher

The District also is pleased to recognize the following non-instructional staff member 
retirees for their service to Hauppauge: Diane Aglialoro, Linda Boyd, Connie Brown, 
Antoinette Cunningham, Diana Gonzalez, Charles Isenman, David Russo and  
Lucy Umland.

The Hauppauge School District community offers each of you our sincere thanks for your ongoing commitment through the years 
to facilitate a safe, welcoming and nurturing educational experience for all of our students. The District also wishes each one of you 
every success, good health and great joy as you write the next chapters of your lives.

Thank You for Your Outstanding Service



Moving Up

On June 22, 2016, 291 eighth grade students said their final 
farewell to Hauppauge Middle School and set their sights on 
achieving much success as members of the future Hauppauge 
High School Class of 2020. Principal Maryann Fletcher offered 
the following words (among others) in her fond address to her 
students at their Moving Up Ceremony.

Our job as a school and a system is the same as that of all our students 
– to learn, to grow and to challenge ourselves to improve and get 
better; our school has changed in many ways over the years due to 
that mindset. I would like to thank those parents and students who 
have acted as an agent of change and have used your voice for good. 
… And so, a few words of wisdom: Set and strive for goals. Be a part 
of showing your world all of the strength and goodness you possess. Be 
a part of the solution while not adding to the problem. Do things that make you and your family proud and happy. Your time in the Middle 
School has come to an end, but a new phase in your education and life is just beginning. You now stand at an edge of a path, a crossroad, where 
your choices and decisions become increasingly important. Have courage, perseverance and move forward with kindness we know is within you.

No Middle School Moving Up Ceremony would be complete without Mrs. Fletcher sharing her signature, time-honored words with 
her students for one final time – Make it a great lifetime….or not…the choice is yours.

Mrs. Fletcher also was joined by Board of Education President David Barshay, Interim Superintendent of Schools Neil Lederer, Middle 
School PTA President Christina Merendino and class representatives in wishing the future Hauppauge High School Class of 2020 all 
the best. 

Following are some words of wisdom – beyond their years! – which Student Speakers Emma Claps and Daniel Panaro offered 
their classmates to commemorate their special occasion.

Emma Claps

All these Middle School experiences have prepared us for High School too. The biggest thing we should do is take with us an appreciation of all 
the teachers, family and friends we have. Our parents are the ones that prepared us for High School by helping us have good morals and work 
ethic, especially in this challenging world. Our generation will have to make many ethical decisions not only in school, and relationships, but 
with worldwide matters like, should we build walls, should the FBI be able to get everyone’s personal information off their I phones, should 
Jacob Satorius be allowed to sing, is Grand Theft Auto morally okay to play, or how do we deal with terrorism? My parents tell me what we 
“take in” affects who we become as a person. Hopefully, our graduating class can start a precedence and be the best role models of students in our 
country. I am not saying Let’s make America Great again, but we should represent the youth of America in a great way!

Daniel Panero

We all have goals, and a drive to be successful. Some goals are short term, and others are long term. It’s important that we never let anything 
stop us from reaching these goals. We all have the tools in front of us to be successful. Some of us have a college they dream of going to. Some of 
us want a Lamborghini when we get older. Many of these dreams will change. That’s ok. What’s important is that you have goals and that no 
matter what, you reach for them. How we achieve these goals may differ, but the end result should stay the same. You should remain determined 
until you achieve your goal. When we grow up, we all come to the realization that the Lamborghini in our garage is not what is important. You 
will learn that the journey is what is important, not the car. As Albert Einstein said: “If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal. Not to 
people or things.”

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program for three- and four-year-olds takes place at the Whiporwil School, 495  
Hoffman Lane. The developmental curriculum encourages a child’s creativity, social skills and expands on his/her  
readiness skills that will be transitional into the Hauppauge kindergarten program. Please contact SCOPE at  
631-360-0800, extension 133, for additional information or to register for fall 2016.

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program
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Stepping Up

With cameras poised, parents proudly watched as their Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and 
Pines Elementary School students “Stepped Up” to their Middle School years. Each school’s 
Stepping Up Ceremony was highlighted by heartfelt speeches from Board of Education 
members, administrators, principals, teachers and students. The talents of the youngsters 
also were on display as they entertained their families and friends with outstanding musical 
selections. The celebrations continued as all students and guests enjoyed receptions  
sponsored by each school’s PTA. 

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program

A beautiful day greeted the Bretton 
Woods graduates and their family  
and friends as they celebrated their 
Stepping Up. The wonderful ceremony 
was highlighted by warm wishes from the 
guest speakers. In particular, the 5th grade 
speakers made everyone smile and laugh 
as they took a trip down memory lane. 
The closing song, For Good, performed 
by the graduates, was met with both  
tears and cheers.

Principal Kristen Reingold 
offered the Forest Brook  
graduates the following  
important words at their  
Stepping Up Ceremony: 
“Believe in yourself, and 
you will be successful. Set a 
goal, and you will achieve it. 
Work hard, and you will be 
outstanding.”

On the morning of June 21, 2016, Pines 
5th grade students enjoyed their Stepping 
Up Ceremony as they celebrated the special 
occasion with family and friends. Good luck 
to all our 5th grade students next year in 
Hauppauge Middle School!
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